
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


April – Easter: Mary Magdalene 
 
Theme: This service has an Easter theme, focused around Mary Magdalene’s witness. Mary is often 

remembered for the demons cast out of her, yet she is mentioned in the Gospels almost more times 

that the Apostles. She has a special role to play and her story tells us that we do too! 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢  An image of Mary Magdalene to place at the front of the church and then on the Wall of 

Fame. 

➢ Sheets of A4 paper in pews. 

➢ Pens/markers in pews. 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

➢ Place paper and pens in the pews or give out as people enter. 

➢ Hide up Easter Eggs around the church and churchyard for the Egg hunt! 

 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of Mary Magdalene at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: John 20:1-18 (use lectionary readings if this service falls on Easter Day) 

 

Talk 

Imagine what it must have been like for Mary Magdalene. She and the other disciples loved Jesus so 

much that they followed him and listened to his teachings. She found that the tomb they had laid 

Jesus’ body in was now empty. How might she have felt? Write some large words on the paper in your 

pews. Discuss some of the words, which might include: frightened, scared, alone, let down, rejected, confused, 

fearful, hurt. 



 

Mary thought that Jesus’ body had been stolen and then she must have thought she was going mad as 

she saw the two angels in the tomb. She was so confused that she had forgotten all that Jesus had 

said. 

 

Mary saw what she thought was the gardener. She didn’t recognise Jesus, probably because Jesus 

looked very different because of what they did to him on Good Friday. But when Jesus said her 

name ‘Mary’ she was changed and she knew that it was Jesus. How must she have felt at that 

moment when Jesus said her name? On the back of the sheets, write down new words that describe how 

she might have felt. (Look for opposites – fear into love, hurt into healed, rejected into welcomed, unsure into 

certain, frightened into peace. 

 

Mary recognised Jesus and then remembered what he said – that he would come back from the dead 

and be with us always. Even though he died, that was not the end! 

 

Sometimes, we forget, like Mary, all the things Jesus has said. We forget that he is with us all the 

time, we forget that he forgives us, we forget that he loves us. When we forget, sometimes we have 

to listen really hard to hear Jesus saying our name too. When we hear Jesus say our name, we, like 

Mary, can be changed. 

 

Jesus changed fear into love, sorrow in dancing and tears into joy. Easter reminds us that we can be 

changed, like Mary was, by the love and new life that Jesus wants to fill us with. 

 

SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Family Prays 

Use the following prayers as a template only, focusing on opposites and transformation. You could make the 

prayers interactive by displaying large card signs with the ‘opposites’ (fear to joy etc) on. 

 

Risen Lord Jesus, we thank you for calling Mary to be your follower. You loved her and called her by 

name and she was transformed. Lord Jesus, help us to hear you calling our name so that we may 

follow you. You may want people to write down their own name on a piece of paper and bring it to the 

altar or pin it to a wall. 

 

Risen Lord Jesus, we thank you that you change fear into joy. Where there is fear in our world, 

cast it out. 

 

Risen Lord Jesus, we thank you that you turn darkness into light. Where people walk in darkness, 

may you help us to share Jesus the Light of the world. 

 

Risen Lord Jesus, we thank you that you turn sorrow into dancing. Where people have lost loved 

ones, may you remind them of your resurrection life. 

 

Risen Lord Jesus, we thank you that you turn our fear into love. Whenever we feel ashamed, guilty 

or oppressed, reveal your love to us that we may shine as lights in our world, living your risen life. 

 



End with the Easter collect 

God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill your 

Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open in our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be shared here. 

 

Blessing:   

+ God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the victory, give you joy and 

peace in your faith; and the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 Christ the Lord is risen today (trad) 

 See, what a morning (Townend/Getty) 

 Meekness and Majesty (Kendrick) 

 Christ Triumphant ever reigning (trad) 

 Thank you for the cross, Lord (Hillsong) 

 At the name of Jesus (trad) 

Any other Easter hymns/songs 

 

 

 

Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of Mary to place of the wall of fame. 

 


