
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


August – Holiday Season: Jonah 
 
Theme: This month we return to the beach! Well, nearly. Jonah’s story features the sea! Jonah’s 

story teaches us that even though we often try and run from God’s call, God still provides for us. It 

was God who provided the large fish to swallow Jonah for three days and nights. There was probably 

a nicer way to be spared, but God provided. 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of Jonah to place at the front of church and then on the Wall of Fame. 

➢ In style of Year 1 August, use beach balls and buckets to decorate the church and to 

provide a ‘beach’ theme backdrop for the service. If you have a blow up whale you may 

wish to display this at the front of church. 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

➢ Prep a children’s group to create fish or make a fishing net to display in church. You may 

want people to create a fish on their arrival to church. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of Jonah at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Reading: Jonah 1 or Jonah 2 

 

Talk 

Ask people to cut out a fish to be used during the prayers later. 

You might think that everyone in the Bible was good, well behaved and obedient. But, you’d be very 

wrong. 

 



Jonah was stubborn, disobedient, untrustworthy, faithless, shallow, bad-tempered, proud and loved to 

grumble. Hopefully you won’t know anyone quite like that. 

 

Actually, those qualities made Jonah the perfect man to do what God wanted. God needed a prophet 

to tell the people of Nineveh about their sin. Someone who would speak boldly and with confidence 

about the consequences of carrying on living in sin. It wouldn’t be an easy task! 

 

However, Jonah just kept running away. I wonder if you’ve been asked to do something, but have kept 

avoiding doing it? I wonder if God has asked you to do something but you run the other way? Every 

time Jonah ran away, God would manage to bring him back. God even provided a large fish, possibly a 

whale, to swallow Jonah and spew him up on the beach! The people of Nineveh listened to Jonah and 

God saved them. 

 

However, Jonah was so stubborn that he was only concerned about himself. He wanted God to 

destroy Nineveh so his efforts were not in vain. God provided a bush for Jonah to sleep under, but 

Jonah was more concerned about the bush than he was for the people of Nineveh. 

 

Jonah’s story can help us though. Sometimes, God asks us to do things that seem impossible for us or 

even ridiculous. It might be God calling you to be a priest or to work for him in the church in some 

way. We might feel inadequate, or stubborn because we don’t want to change – “I’m happy the way I 

am”. We might not like the final answer. 

 

Jonah’s story teaches us that we need to trust that God knows what he is doing when he asks 

something of us, even if we do not know the final outcome. We need to trust that God will give us 

the strength and ability to carry out what it is he is asking. Jonah forgot, and, while he was wrapped 

up in himself, he was unable to see that God saved an entire city because of him. God wants to use us 

too, maybe not to save cities, but so he can save those around us, so he can save us from harm and 

pour out his love on us. 

 

Will you run away? 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Prays 

Ask the congregation to write their prayers on a fish. At the end encourage the congregation to come forward 

and place it in a net. You might want to write the following prayers on large fish and ask members of the 

congregation to pull one from the net to read aloud for the prayers. 

 

Lord God, we thank you for the example of the Prophet Jonah. You were able to use him to save a 

city even though he was stubborn and ungrateful. Help us to listen to you and to do those things only 

which you want of us. 

 

Lord God, you kept Jonah safe in the belly of a large fish and under the shelter of a bush. We pray 

that you would keep us from harm too, protecting us from all who seek to separate us from your 

love. We ask your care on the homeless and hungry, causing us to help those who need protection. 

 

Lord God, you caused the fish to wash Jonah up on a beach. So, we pray, this holiday season, for all 

who are travelling and taking a break. May they return feeling refreshed and renewed and ask for their 

safe return. We pray for those planning to return to school or work over the coming month. 

 

Lord God, you wanted to save a city from corruption and error. So, we pray for the nations and cities 

of our world, asking your wisdom and guidance on the leaders and rulers of the world. Send us as 



prophets, like Jonah, into the world to speak against injustice and to encourage communities to live in 

peace. 

 

Lord God, you hear us when we pray to you in faith. As we bring our prayers forward, we ask that 

you would change us into the people you want us to be. 

 

End with this collect 

Faithful Creator, whose mercy never fails: deepen our faithfulness to you and to your living 

Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices may be shared here. 

 

Blessing:   

+ The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 

to you; the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace. And the blessing of God Almighty… 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 Lord, thy word abideth (trad) 

 Spirit of holiness (trad) 

 Ancient words (Smith) 

 Thy word is a lamp unto our feet 

 Thou whose almighty word (trad) 

 

Notes 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of Jonah to place of the wall of 

fame. 


