
st mary’s and st peter’s church 
baptism@barham 

God’s Family Gathers 
 

Minister The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all 
All  and also with you. 

 

The minister gives the introduction and says a special prayer and we all reply: 

All  Amen. 

 

God’s Family Listens 
 

A Bible Reading is read and a short Talk is given. 

 

God’s Family Promises 
Minister Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me.  Do not stop 

 them.’ We thank God for this child who has come to be  

 baptized today. Christ loves them and welcomes them into 

 his Church. 

   

  So I ask you all: Will you support this child as they begin their 

 new journey of faith? 

All  We will. 

   

  Will you help them to live and grow within God’s family? 

All  We will. 

 

  God knows each of us by name and we are his. Parents and 

 godparents, you speak for this child today. Will you pray for 

 them, and help them to follow Christ? 

All  We will. 
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The Minister introduces the promises, then asks: 

 

Minister We all wander far from God and lose our way: Christ  

  comes to find us and welcomes us home. In baptism we 

  respond to his call. Therefore I ask, parents and godparents: 

 

 Do you turn away from sin? 

  I do. 

 

 Do you reject evil? 

 I do. 

 

 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

 I do. 

 
 Do you trust in him as Lord? 

 I do. 

 

We use Oil 
 

Oil is a precious gift, sourced for fuel,  used in cooking and food. It 

is also used for healing purposes and in medicines. 

 

The Ministers makes the sign of the cross on the candidate’s forehead. 

 

 Christ claims you for his own, 

 receive the sign of the cross.  

  

 Do not be ashamed of Christ. You are his for ever. 

All Stand bravely with him against all the powers of evil, 

 and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

 

 + May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 

 and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  

 
 We journey to the font 



We use Water 
 

Water keeps us alive, quenches our thirst, keeps us clean and 

fresh, and brings life to all sorts of places. 

 

We gather round the font. 

 

The Minister says a prayer of blessing over the water which recalls how God 

has used water as a symbol throughout history. 

 

All  We believe in God the Father, 

  from whom every family 

  in heaven and on earth is named. 

  

  We believe in God the Son, 

  who lives in our hearts through faith, 

  and fills us with his love. 

 

  We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
  who strengthens us 

  with power from on high. 

 

  We believe in one God; 

  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

 

The Minister takes the child/candidate for the baptism. 

 

  Do you wish to be baptised? 

  I do. 

 

  N, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

A special prayer is said for the newly baptized. 



If you are interested in exploring Baptism, for you or your child, please 
contact the Vicar or contact a member of the Clergy team. 

www.claydonchurches.com  

God’s Family Prays 
 

The Family will read a special family prayer. 

Prayers end with: 
  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power 

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Sometimes the service ends here with the Blessing. 
 

We use Fire 
 

Fire can be destructive and dangerous, but we use fire to light dark 

spaces, to keep warm, to cook and to make things new. 

 

Minister God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has 

  given us a place with the saints in light. 

 

  Receive this light, the light of Christ; 

  walk in this light all the days of your life. 

All  Shine as a light in the world 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  Go in the light and peace of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 


