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YEAR TWO 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

Page  88 December  Christingle Service 

92 January  Epiphany 

96 February  Candlemas 

101 March  Lent 

106 April   Easter 

111 May   Ascension/Pentecost 

116 June   Trinity 

120 July   Saints 

124 August  Jesus at the beach 

128 September ‘Back to School’ Service 

133 October  Harvest 

137 November  Remembrance 

142 Extra: Mothering Sunday 

146 Extra: Good Friday 
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February – Candlemas: light to the Church 
 
What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ T-light candles 

➢ Two jars with lids, one with water in. (Talk) 

➢ Lamp with a bulb, torch, LED lights, small fire (or something to represent), candle, the sun (or 

something to represent). (Prayers) 

 

Before the service: 
➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

➢ Print the prayers for each station on small cards for people to take away. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also 

with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: Matthew 5:13-16 

 

Talk  

Last month we were given gift boxes. Who used their gift box to give a gift to someone else? If you used 

yours to give someone a gift, then you might say you have been ‘light’ to that person. 

 

In today’s reading Jesus told those who were listening to him about sharing their light; that when we do 

shine our light, people will see and know that God is at work in them. 
 

If I light a small candle (light a candle) and put it in a glass full of water look what happens. It goes out! If I 

light another candle (light a candle) and put it in a glass and do the lid up, look what happens. It goes out. 

The first candle is put out by water and the second is put out because it has run out of the air it needs to 

keep going. 
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In some ways the Church is a place we can go to keep our light shining bright. At Church we meet with 

others who love God and explore ways to love each other too. At Church we worship together, even 

though we can worship God at home too, and at Church we are refuelled and kept going. 

 

Jesus said not to be like the light that goes out under the basket, or in water and in the jar in our case. 

Jesus said shine bright so that people will see you and love him. 

 

Rihanna had a great song recently called ‘Shine bright like a diamond.’ Really, she is saying what Jesus said 

all those years ago – shine, so that others may see God. 

 

Think of the times you shine bright – maybe it’s when you gave someone that gift in a box last month. 

Think of those times you need to shine brighter for God. 

 

Maybe you’re worried about dark things in your life at the moment or maybe you’re a bit unhappy or 

unfulfilled? Maybe you’re running low and need refreshing? Maybe you’re plodding along fine but forget to 

pray to God? Well the Church is here. We are a family of people from different backgrounds and skills 

and we all want to help each other shine bright for Jesus. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Prays 

Around the church are different stations each with different ways of shining light. Candles, torches, fires 

and so on. 

 

Move in groups to go to each station. At each station there will be some objects to look at and someone will 

say a prayer with each group. When you’ve done with that prayer, take a prayer card and move on to the 

next station. When you’ve been round them all, please take your seat. 

 

Gentle music is played relating to light. Use these prayers for something similar: 

 

Station 1 –  lamp and bulb 

Prayer: Father God, as this lamp shines so brightly, help us to shine too. Help us not to burn out, but to 

keep plugged in to you. We pray for those who are burnt out at this time. Amen. 

 

Station 2 – torch 

Prayer: Father God, as this torch helps us to see the way in the darkness, help us to fix our eyes on you 

always. We pray for those who are stuck in dark places and need the light of your love. Amen. 

 

Station 3 – something with LED lights 

Prayer: Father God, your love shines brighter than the brightest of all LED bulbs! Help us to share your love 

with those who have run out of energy or live in the shadows. Amen. 

 

Station 4 – small fire 

Prayer: Father God, your love burns like the flames of this fire. Send your Holy Spirit to burn within our lives. 

We pray for those who have been hurt by fire or who use the flames of fire to stay warm. Amen. 

Station 5 – candle 

Prayer: Father God, one small candle to light up a huge room. Send a tiny spark in our lives now. Help us 

to be a tiny flame to others, so that they might love you too. Amen. 
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Station 6 – sun 

Prayer: Father God, you give the light of the Sun to keep our world alive. We thank you that your love burns 

brighter than the Sun. We pray for those who don’t get to enjoy the sun and for those who never get to 

feel its warmth. 

 

End with the Candlemas collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father; your God and our God. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 
 

Church Family Notices can be shared here. 

 

Blessing:   
+ May Christ, whose light fills the skies, 

fill you with his light, gladden and warm your heart, 

and guide your feet into the ways of peace; 

and the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 Colours of day dawn 

 Shine, Jesus, shine! 

 Longing for light 

 Be thou my vision 

 The Spirit lives (Walk in the light) 

 Shine a candle 

 Like a candle flame 

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 


