
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


February – Candlemas: Simeon 
 
Theme: With a focus on Simeon, who proclaimed Jesus as a light to lighten the Gentiles, this service 

is about remaining faithful to God as God remains faithful to us. You may wish this service to be a 

Christingle service. See Year 1 and 2 for ideas. 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of Simeon to place at the front of the church and then on the Wall of Fame. 

➢ A sheet of coloured paper each. 

➢ Pens/pencils. 

➢ Sticky tape (or a wax letter seal) 

➢ [Small piece of string for each person] 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 
 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of Simeon at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: Luke 2: 25-35 

 

Talk  

How many people made a New Year’s resolution in January? How many people have kept it? We like 

to make promises, or resolutions, to ourselves – at the start of the New Year, at our birthday or on 

an anniversary. We promise that we’ll do more exercise, that we’ll read more or practice playing the 

instrument we’re learning more. 

 

Promises to ourselves are simple. If we fail, we often move on and make another promise. You’ve 

probably heard that ‘rules are there to be broken’, but it’s probably more the case that promises are 

there to be broken. 

 



Throughout the Bible, God makes promises with his people. Unlike us, God always keeps his promises. 

In the reading we heard today, we hear about a man named Simeon. Simeon was an old man and we’re 

told he was holy – he loved God. God had promised Simeon that he would not die until he had seen 

Jesus. 

 

Simeon did see Jesus, when he was brought to the Temple. When he saw Jesus, he remembered God’s 

promise to him, and he said: ‘Lord, I can now die in peace because you have kept your promise. I have 

seen Jesus with my own eyes and he will save the world. He is a light to lighten everyone.’ 

 

This is why, traditionally, the church blesses candles for Candlemas. The symbol of the light that is 

Jesus. That light lights up the way ahead of us and helps us to see God’s promises all around us. 

 

The name ‘Simeon’ means ‘God-receiver’. God’s promise was on Simeon even when he was named at 

birth. Simeon was patient and waited his whole life for God to show him this wonderful thing. He 

didn’t know when God’s promise would be fulfilled, but he knew that it would be. 

 

God is faithful and he keeps his promises. I wonder how we are like Simeon? Are we faithful enough 

to continue loving God? Do we break our promises? 

 

On your piece of paper I’d like you to write down a promise. A promise between you and God. Maybe 

you need to promise to pray more, or to read the bible more regularly? Maybe you need to be more 

patient, like Simeon. Maybe you need to trust that God keeps his promises. What has God promised 

you that needs your involvement and work? 

 

Write down your promise, fold up your sheet and seal it. Write your name on the front. In November, 

we will revisit these promises. If you use a wax seal, you’ll need to station this so people can stamp their 

promise. 

 

Some examples of promises: (display some round the church) 

• I need to trust God more. 

• I need to believe that God will provide everything I need. 

• God is bigger than the things the world throws at me. 

• I promise to pray more/read the bible more. 

• I promise to be kinder to my friends. 

 

Notes: The promises made today are not prayers or wishes. Prayer might help us achieve and see the promise 

fulfilled, just like Simeon.  
 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Prays 

You may like to give out a piece of string to 

each person, or to have one large rope at 

the front. As each prayer unfolds, tie a 

promise knot in the rope. It should look like 

a heart.  
 

Let us pray, 

 

Loving God, we thank you for Simeon 

who served you faithfully as he waited 



to see Jesus. We thank you that you keep your promises to us. Help us to keep our promises to 

you. Tie a promise knot. 

 

Living God, as Simeon served you in holiness and prayer, he kept his eyes open to see your 

wondrous works in the world. Help us to keep our eyes open to see you at work in our world too. 

Tie a promise knot. 

 

Saving God, we thank you for sending Jesus the Light, to expose the darkness of our world. Help us 

to carry the Light of Jesus wherever we go and in whatever we do, showing us the way and keeping 

us, your family, focused on you. Tie a promise knot. 

 

Giving God, we thank you for all the promises that you have fulfilled in our lives and for the 

promises we have yet to see fulfilled. Help us to share the Light of Jesus with others who doubt and 

disbelieve. Tie a promise knot. 

 

Faithful God, as you were faithful to Simeon and are faithful to us, be with those who are sick or ill 

and with those who need our prayers at this time. Help us to take your Light to them. Tie a promise 

knot. 

 

End with the Candlemas collect: 

 Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and the glory of Israel: 

 make your home among us, and present us pure and holy 

 to your heavenly Father, your God. and our God. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be shared here. 

 

Blessing:   
+ May Christ, whose light fills the skies, 

fill you with his light, gladden and warm your heart, 

and guide your feet into the ways of peace; 

and the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song Suggestions: 

 Colours of day dawn 

 Shine, Jesus, shine! 

 Longing for light 

 Be thou my vision 

 The Spirit lives (Walk in the light) 

 Shine a candle 

 Like a candle flame 

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of Simeon to place of the wall of fame. 
 

 


