
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


July – Saints: Thomas 
 
Theme: Thomas has a reputation of being the doubter, but he also declared ‘my Master and My God’ 

after he had seen Jesus. Many in our society want to see before believing. He refused to believe until 

he’d had a personal experience. Thomas teaches us about faith and trust. 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of Thomas to place at the front of church and then on the Wall of Fame. 

➢ A tray with several objects on, covered with a cloth. Use some objects that are 

identifiable and some that are more difficult. You may want to do this activities in 

smaller groups, in which case you’ll need several trays with items on. 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of St Thomas at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 
  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: (John 20: 24-29 or) John 11:11-27 

 

Talk 

Invite some people to the front to try and guess the objects under the cloth just by touching. You may wish to 

blindfold those participating. An alterative would be to ask one person to describe an object and another to 

guess what it is without looking. 

OR 

Play a simple game of Simon Says, and confuse people by saying Simon Says do one thing, whilst actually doing 

another. For example, by saying Simon Says touch your nose, but actually putting your hand on your head. See 



who listens and copies or watches and copies and explain that we often rely on sight rather than instructions 

– sometimes this is not good! 

 

Talk about the saying “seeing is believing”…  

St Thomas is well known as ‘doubting Thomas’. He refused to believe that Jesus had come back from 

the dead until he had seen the place where the nails had been. Jesus appeared to Thomas and allowed 

Thomas to touch the place where the nails of crucifixion had held him to the cross. Thomas then 

believed. 

 

But Thomas followed Jesus throughout his ministry, even before Jesus died on the cross, Thomas was 

there. 

 

In the reading we heard, Jesus’ close friend Lazarus had died. Lazarus was a popular and well-known 

man who loved Jesus. When Thomas heard about Lazarus’ death, he said that they should follow Jesus 

there and die with him. By saying this, Thomas was prepared to follow Jesus everywhere, probably 

even die and give up his life for him – Thomas loved Jesus that much. 

 

The problem was that Thomas’ faith was based on what he could see and touch. Can we see the real 

Jesus now, rather than just the images of him around us in stained glass windows? Do we know that 

he is real, even though we cannot see him face to face, yet? 

 

Jesus said that Thomas was blessed (special) because he believed when he saw Jesus. Jesus also said 

that those who have not seen him, but yet believe, are even more blessed. That’s us! Even though we 

haven’t seen him or touched his wounds, we can still believe that he lives for us and that he is with us 

right now! 

 

It may be hard to believe in something we cannot see, but just like the game we played at the beginning, 

we know it’s there under the cloth, we just need to reach out and trust in God, believing that God 

has supplied everything we need to love, trust and follow him. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Prays 

St. Thomas is the Patron Saint of people struggling with doubt, blind people, architects, builders, carpenters, 

construction workers, geometricians, stone masons, surveyors, theologians; as well as countries such as Italy, 

India, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 

 

Father God, we pray for those who struggle with doubt, for those who cannot let go of their 

anxieties, concerns or unbelief. Lord, help us not to doubt, but to trust in you. Help us remember 

that you promised to be with us always. 

 

Father God, we pray for those who are blind or struggle with sight and we thank you for all who 

care for them. We thank you for the technology that enables the blind to live life to the full and for 

all who continue to lead research in the area of sight. 

 

Father God, we thank you for all who build, create or design. We pray for the building of the new 

estate here in N, and for all who will live there. We thank you for our village, homes, schools, pubs, halls 

and churches and for the wonder of construction and design. 

 

Father God, we pray for all those lead the church. For our Bishops N and N and for our Priest and 

the ministry team in this place. Bless them as they seek to lead us in revealing God’s Kingdom in this 

place, helping those who doubt to believe and proclaim that you are God. 



 

May we, O God, by grace believe 

  and, in believing, still receive 

the Christ who held His raw palms out 

  and beckoned Thomas from his doubt. 
(Thomas Troeger, 1984, Psalter/Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church) 

 

End with the St Thomas’ Day collect 

Almighty and eternal God, who, for the firmer foundation of our faith, allowed your holy 

apostle Thomas to doubt the resurrection of your Son till word and sight convinced him: 

grant to us, who have not seen, that we also may believe and so confess Christ as our Lord 

and our God. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be given here. 

 

Blessing:   

+ May Christ who makes saints of sinners, who has transformed those who surround us today, 

raise and strengthen you that you may transform the world; and the blessing of God 

Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine (trad) 

 You are the King of glory 

 Let us run with perseverance (Morris) 

 Amazing grace (trad) 

 What a friend we have in Jesus (trad) 

 Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
 

Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of Thomas to place of the wall of fame. 


