
Notes for family@church with Baptism 
Here are notes to accompany the Order of Service with a Baptism. Be sure not to have a 
baptism within the family@church worship every month, as it could lose its focus and aim. 
 

• Promises and anointing with oil happen BEFORE the service begins. Take the family to 
a quiet area, with godparents and a few church reps. Explain that at a Coronation the 
most sacred moment is the anointing with oil- so sacred it could not be shown on TV! 
The parents and godparents have responded really well to this being done before the 
service – it often calms the nerves of more quiet families who are afraid of speaking 
in front of people they don’t know. Offer the oil to parents and godparents to anoint 
as well. 

 

Minister Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me. Do not stop them.’ We thank God for 
this child who has come to be baptized today. Christ loves them and welcomes them 
into his Church. 

   
So I ask you all: Will you support this child as they begin their new journey of faith? 

All  We will. 
  Will you help them to live and grow within God’s family? 
All  We will. 

God knows each of us by name and we are his. Parents and godparents, you speak for 
this child today. Will you pray for them, and help them to follow Christ? 

All  We will. 
  
Minister We all wander far from God and lose our way: Christ comes to find us and welcomes 

us home. In baptism we respond to his call. Therefore I ask, parents and godparents: 
  
  Do you turn away from sin? 
  I do. 
   Do you reject evil? 
  I do. 
   Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
  I do. 
   Do you trust in him as Lord? 
  I do. 
 
Oil is a precious gift, sourced for fuel, used in cooking and food. It is also used for healing purposes 
and in medicines. 
 
The Ministers makes the sign of the cross on the candidate’s forehead. 
   Christ claims you for his own, 
  receive the sign of the cross.  
  
  Do not be ashamed of Christ. You are his for ever. 
All  Stand bravely with him against all the powers of evil, 
  and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
  

+ May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, and lead you in the light 
and obedience of Christ.  

  
  
 



• When you introduce the theme which leads on to the confession, you could say 
something like ‘the family have made promises to turn away from sin and all that stops 
us living life to the full. We’re all going to do that now with the words on the front of 
the sheet…’ This way, people know that they have made their promises. 

 

• Adapt the themed talk from the resource book to mention baptism in some way. For 
example, if it was the July: Saints themed service, you could mention that in Baptism 
God makes us all saints. 
 

• The baptism takes place after the second hymn, before the prayers. In the prayers 
include prayers for all the baptised. 
 

• Get the family to write a prayer to be read after the baptism. 
 

• Either give the lighted candle to the family during this service or invite them back to 
the next service to receive it then. 
 

• Use the normal family@church service sheets. No extra liturgy is needed for the 
congregation. 


