
family@home: November 
 
Take this sheet home and spend some time together as a family, couple or 

individual to reflect and explore more about God’s love! 

You are part of God’s worshipping family – even at home! 

 

Get Together 

Gather your family unit around a table, on the floor, around food, or in another space. You 

may want to light a candle, place a bible in the middle or find an image of the bible character 

involved in this month’s service. 

 

• Can you remember what happened at the last family@church service? 

• If you have children, you may want to ask what their favourite part was 

about the service. 

 

In November’s family@church, our hearts and minds turned to the season of 

Remembrance. We remember and recall so much at this time of year. The Church 

celebrates All Souls’ Day and All Saints’ Day, calling to mind those who have died 

(people we knew and love) and those who are now regarded as Saints by the Church 

(known and unknown). We then have 5th November, and although not a Church 

celebration as such, we remember what happened on the night of the Gun Powder 

Plot. We then cast our minds to 11th November, when we stop in silence for two 

minutes at 11.00am to remember those who lost their lives in the wars of our world. 

It can feel an emotional time of the year – remembering takes a lot of our energy and 

time. But Christians never remember without the Light of Jesus in their minds. 

At Holy Communion services Christians remember that Jesus took bread and wine and 

shared them with his disciples. Even though things were about to get dark for Jesus, he 

promised hope, life and light. We should remember that promise all year round! 

 

• What do you need to remember at this time of year? Talk about the 

festivals that have past, and those celebrations coming up. It might be work 

commitments, anniversaries, birthdays. 

 

As you gather together, remember that God is there with you. Say this prayer 
together: 

Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the King of all: 

govern the hearts and minds of those in authority and bring the families of the nations, 

divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

• Talk about the gift of remembering. Why is ‘remembering’ important 

to Christians? 



Let’s Remember 

There are loads of ways to remember. In Church, we remember by retelling the great 

stories of our faith. Below are some other ways that might help you remember different 

things. 

 

Hanging items or names 

on a Memory Tree can 

symbolise growth and 

sustainability. 

 

Lighting a candle is a 

good way to remember 

something knowing that 

Jesus is the Light of the 

World. 

 

A poppy is often used as 

a symbol of 

remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building a Cairn is an ancient way 

to remembering something that 

has happened in a particular place. 

The people of the Bible built altars 

to remember what God had done 

for them. 

 

Writing it down might possibly be the simplest way 

to remember. Keeping a journal, diary or simply a 

calendar can help us recall things. 

 

 

 

Having something read to us, or hearing something again, can 

help us remember. 

In what ways do you remember? 

 



Bible Bit! 

Read John, chapter 11, verses 32 to 44 

 

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 

said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 

weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he 

asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?” 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 

across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, 

for he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 

that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit 

of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 

man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 

face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 

Pray Together 

Find some time to pray, either together or alone. 

 

In your prayers, it is important to recall all the memories of hurt, failure, tragedy, sorrow and 

grief. We should be honest with God about how we feel about those things – God can deal 

with you being angry or upset! 

 

In your prayers, it is also important not only to remember the past, but also to look forward to 

see how those moments of hurt and darkness can be transformed by Jesus’ love for you. 

 

In good times and in bad, remembering in our prayers is important. Why not build a Cairn, an 

altar to mark a turning point, light a candle, wear a poppy or create a prayer tree in your 

home. 

 

Thank God for remembering and how it helps to heal us. 

 

 



Say the Lord’s Prayer together… 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Do This In Remembrance Of Me 

One of the greatest moments in Jesus’ ministry was probably the simplest yet most 

profound: he took bread and wine and shared it with his disciples. He told them that 

every time they eat and drink bread and wine in this way together, they should 

remember Jesus.  

 

1 Corinthians 11 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night 

he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same 

way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you 

eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Have you experienced a service of 

Holy Communion in your church? 

At first, it might feel quite different to the 

family@church service, but you will 

recognise different elements of the service. 

Often, Holy Communion is quite a solemn 

moment because of the importance of 

Communion to Christians. 

 

Get your family together around a 

table and share bread together. 

Take a piece of bread each and eat it. As you eat, remember the love that Jesus has for you… 

love enough to give up his life on the cross and love enough to give us new life through his 

resurrection life. 
 


