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YEAR TWO 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

Page  88 December  Christingle Service 

92 January  Epiphany 

96 February  Candlemas 

101 March  Lent 

106 April   Easter 

111 May   Ascension/Pentecost 

116 June   Trinity 

120 July   Saints 

124 August  Jesus at the beach 

128 September ‘Back to School’ Service 

133 October  Harvest 

137 November  Remembrance 

142 Extra: Mothering Sunday 

146 Extra: Good Friday 
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October – Harvest – no gift too small: challenge for the Church 
 
What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ Build a pillar of food for a local foodbank. This may take time so start advertising and appealing 

for tins of food in advance. Build the tins in a column shape or build them around one of your 

church’s pillars! 

➢ Tins with blank labels (Prayer option 2) 

➢ Various world or UK breads (Prayer option 3) 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

➢ Display the foodbank tower and encourage people to bring items forward to add to it during 

the service at some point. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also 

with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (or Psalm 34:4-10) and Matthew 21:23-32 (could be acted out) 

 

Talk  

Over the past few weeks we’ve been building a pillar of food to go to our local foodbank. Many people 

who are struggling at the moment will benefit from our donations and gifts. 

 

Harvest is a time for us to celebrate and give thanks for God’s creation – the plants, crops, animals and 

weather. 

 

Harvest is also a time for us to reflect on our role and responsibilities within God’s creation. Do we share 

what we have with those around us? How well do we care for God’s creation? 
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Jesus told the story of the tenants in the vineyard, which was read to us. It’s a reminder to us of our duty 

and responsibility to care for and love God’s creation around us. If you watch the news you will see how 

we misuse and destroy God’s creation – our lack of responsibility. That story Jesus told is also a reminder 

of our duty and responsibility to others – to our family, friends and neighbours. 

 

Think about all the blessings in your life – the things God provides for us without us even realising. Think 

about the food we eat and the water we drink. Think about those around you, at home or at school, who 

need our love and friendship. Harvest is about remembering all that God has given us and it’s a challenge 

to use his gifts wisely. 

 

Many are less fortunate than ourselves and we must remember that God’s love extends to them as much 

as it does to us – the poor, homeless, those struggling to find work, the hungry and so on. The gifts God 

gives us are not just for us alone, but for us to share with others, to look after and to show God’s love to 

the world. 

 

Using the gifts God has given to us is one of the most appropriate ways of demonstrating our gratitude to 

God for what he has done for us. 

 

We’re going to ask God to bless our pile of food for the foodbank and to bless us to, that we might share 

them and in doing so, share God’s love. 

Offer the gifts to God using a simple blessing. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Prays 

Option 1 – use existing charity prayers 

If you’d like your prayers/service to take on a more global feel, use some stories and prayer ideas from a charity 

website. Tearfund, Christian Aid etc. 

 

Option 2 – tin prayers 

Wrap lots of tins (empty or with beans in to give to foodbank) with blank white or coloured paper. Use the prayer 

pointers below and ask the congregation to write their prayer pointers on the tins. Prayers can include: 

• Thanksgiving for creation and God’s gifts to us. Ask people to write on their tin something they want to give 

thanks for. 

• Help that we may use those gifts wisely. Ask people to write a way in which they can use a gift in a better 

way. 

• Prayers for those less fortunate. Ask people to write down those they need to pray for. 

• Global – famine, drought, natural disaster, poverty. Ask people to write down those places in our world that 

need our prayers. 

Ask people to bring their tin forward and build a tower! This can be fun, but have someone there to supervise! 

Before giving full tins to the foodbanks, remember to remove the prayers. 

 

Option 3 – bread prayers 

Display a large map of the UK (or the world). Bake lots of different sorts of breads from around the UK (or world) 

and highlight those places on the map. When you pray for that place, area or country, share around the local bread 

for people to try and taste. 

Naan bread – Pakistan 

Soda bread – Ireland 

Baguette – France 

Use prayers for each area that use phrases from the readings if possible: ‘O taste and see how good the Lord is…’ 

etc. 
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End with this collect 

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the 

seasons; as we thank you for the harvest, may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices may be given here. 

 

Blessing: 
+ The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord look kindly on you and give you peace. And the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 Come ye thankful people (trad) 

 Beauty for brokenness (Kendrick) 

 All creatures of our God and King (trad) 

 God in his love for us gave us this planet (trad) 

 He brought me to his banqueting table 

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


