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YEAR TWO 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

Page  88 December  Christingle Service 

92 January  Epiphany 

96 February  Candlemas 

101 March  Lent 

106 April   Easter 

111 May   Ascension/Pentecost 

116 June   Trinity 

120 July   Saints 

124 August  Jesus at the beach 

128 September ‘Back to School’ Service 

133 October  Harvest 

137 November  Remembrance 

142 Extra: Mothering Sunday 

146 Extra: Good Friday 
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September – Back to School Service 
 
What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ Small wooden crosses 

➢ Holy Water for blessing of school bags 

➢ Back to School Bingo cards (Talk 2) See USB stick. 

➢ School bag with various items (Talk3) 

 

Before the service: 
➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also 

with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 
  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: Proverbs 3:5-6 and Luke 2:41-52 (or Philippians 4:4-9) 

 

Talk 1 

Who is going back or has already gone back to school this month? What things are you thinking about as 

you prepare to go back? Maybe you’re at a new school? Maybe you’ll have a new teacher? What will the 

other children be like? Will it be fun? 

 

Going to school is a huge step for every child. Jesus would have gone to school. He went to school to 

learn about God. Jesus was also a great teacher, teaching his friends all they needed to know about who 

he was and teaching them to love God. 

 

When you’re at school you will learn so many good things and meet lots of new people. It’s important to 

remember that not everyone feels like that. You might feel a bit scared or alone at points along the way. 

Maybe you can help someone who feels a bit like that? 
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It’s easy to forget that Jesus, who went to school and was a teacher himself, promised to be with us always, 

even when things aren’t perfect. In a moment we’re going to ask God to bless your school bag or your 

uniforms (there may be teachers with diaries etc too). We ask God to bless them as a reminder that he is 

with us wherever we go. We carry our bags on our backs, we carry them around school and use them all 

the time. God wants to be with us here in church, at home or work, and even at school! 

 

We’re also going to give you a small wooden cross to carry in your bag. When you use your bag you might 

find it in there and remember how much God loves and cares for you. Maybe you might be having a hard 

day and you might find it in your bag and say a prayer. You might want to hold it as you walk to school. 

Whatever, when you go back to school I hope you remember that you go back to school with God! 

 

Talk 2  

Play ‘Back to School’ bingo. Produce bingo cards (or see below) that list a number of practical things you might take 

to school (pens, pencils etc), but also attitudes and attributes that might help us through school/work (love, generosity 

etc). Have a few prizes and play a few times – lines, full house cards etc. 

End the game by summing up: We might get distracted or worried about if we have the right pencils or 

school bag, or concerned about how much homework we’re going to get. It’s important to remember that 

Jesus goes with us. He wants us to remember the things that are really important and will help make our 

life at work or school better – love, generosity, kindness etc. 

 

Talk 3  

Have a schoolbag and fill it with the following: 

➢ A pencil or pen (to do our work and write things down) 

➢ A heart (God wants us to know that he loves us, but also that we must love one another) 

➢ A pair of football shorts (we need the correct uniform and kit) 

➢ A diary (we should be organised with our time – where does God fit in?) 

➢ A reading book (we learn to read at school or we read books – what book might we also read (Bible)) 

➢ Bag of sweets (food – we also need to be generous) 

➢ Other items might include things to represent kindness, peace, honesty, love etc. 

Ask people to pull out the various items one by one and see how they relate to going back to school. Talk about 
them. Explain that it is important to have God’s love in our hearts as well as the right pens and pencils. 

 

End all talks with… 

If you’d like to bring your bags etc up to the front, we’ll say a prayer of blessing over them. 

 

+ God, bless these bags (uniforms…) and the child who will use it. Help them remember that you are 

with them as they learn and grow this year. Show them how to love you in school as in church, and give 

them your wisdom to learn. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Give each child a hand held cross to take to school. 

You may wish to ‘interview’ very briefly one or two of the children/adults. 

 

SONG 

God’s Family Prays 

Prayer for Students (ask students to stand) 

Lord our God, in your wisdom and love you surround us with the mysteries of the universe. Send your 

spirit upon these students and fill them with your wisdom and blessings. Grant that they may devote 

themselves to their studies and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Prayer for Teachers (ask teachers to stand) 
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Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth and teaches us in your ways. Look upon these teachers. Let 

them strive to share their knowledge with gentle patience and endeavour always to bring the truth to 

eager minds. Grant that we may follow Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer for us all (remain seated) 

Bless, O God, each one gathered here that we will seek every opportunity to grow in our knowledge and 

love of you – in our schools, places of work and in our church. Grant that we may see you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, follow you more nearly. 

 

End with this collect 

God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being, for mind, body and spirit. 

Be with our children as they begin a new school year. 

Bless them and their teachers and staff. 

Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow; 

wisdom and knowledge to their minds as they search for understanding; 

and peace and zeal to their hearts. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be given here. 

 

Blessing: 

 + As you journey to work and school each day, God bless you. 

 As you learn and grow in his way, God strengthen you. 

 As you teach and share and pray, God guide you. 

and the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 One more step (trad) 

 Be thou my vision (trad) 

 Thank you Lord for this new day (trad) 

 Father, I place into your hands  (trad) 

 We’ll walk the land (Kendrick) 

 Shine Jesus shine (Kenrick) 

 

 

 


